Growing In the Coptic

Orthodox Church

As the Lord of Hosts Lives Before whom | stand (1 King 18:15)

Knowing Your Father

FATHERAbraham




Who can describe the virtues
of he who became father to
many nations? He believed ing#
God, obeyed Him, and did [iR%=
not doubt His promises. The
Lord appeared to him in a§}
vision at night and told him,
nGet out of
away from your family and
from your fat
a land that | will show you. |
will make you a great nation;
| will bless you and make
your name great and you Abraham is the first one to participate

shallbeab | essi ngo. in  Holy Communion with King
. ) Melchizedek, who is known as the priest
(Genesis12:12)

of God Most high(Gen 14: 1720)

Then The Lord appeared to Abraham

in the form of a man accompanied

He welcomed them, for they were
strangers, and God promised him thejt
birth of Isaac. Abraham was then one
hundred years old; Sarah, his wife,}
was advanced in age, and theyj>
believed the promise of God.
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When lIsaac (the name means Laughter
wasborn, Abraham, his father, circumcised
him on the eighth day of his birth

(symbolizing of the baptism).Although he MR pm

was sure that through his procreation all g

the nations of the earth would be blessec
God told him, NnTake
only son Isaac, whom you love, and offe

him there as a burnp§
doubt the promise of God. He began tg
offer his son as a sacrifice, confident tha§g
God would raise him, and raise offspring [
through him. When he fulfilled the sacrifice

of Isaac by intention, God revealed his

(2

AiBy Mysel f | have s

because you have done this thing, and hayé
not withheld your son, your only son, inj§
blessing | will bless you, and irmultiplying |
will multiply your descendants as the starg
of t he (Genasis&zZiih8) That was
fulfiled and he was called the father of &

Christ in flesh. (Luke 3:34) He departed in B85
pea® when he was one hundred sevenfive IS

years old.
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Lot hi s br ot he
Separatesdrom Abram

Lot also has at this time his
own flocks, herds and tents,
so that the land could not |
support them if they stay §
together. Quarrels develop

between he herdsmen of
Abram's livestock and those
of Lot's. At this time the
Canaanites and the

land. (Genesis 13:50)

So Abram asks Lot to Abram Makes Lot Choose

separate from him.

Lot observes how lush and

fertile the whole plain of Jordan is so he chooses to go to the
plain of Jordan. Lot settles among the cities of the Plain,
pitching his tents near Sodom. (This is before the LORD had
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) Now the inhabitants of
Sodom are very wicked in the sins they committed agast the
LORD. (Genesis 13:1€13)

After Lot leaves, the LORD tells Abram to look about him, and
from where he is, gaze to the north and

South, east andwest all the land that he sees the LORD will
give to him and his descendants forever.
Abram moves his ents and goes on to settle near the terebinth
of Mamre, which is at Hebron. He builds an altar to the
LORD. (Genesis: 13:1418)
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The virtues of Our Father Abraham

Virtue

Explanation

Obedience and
trusting in God
commandments

1 God commanded B
Abraham to move
from his family to a
foreign land.
Abraham listened to §
God and obeyed his
direction.

1 Abraham obeyed -
God, when God JFPRss
tested him to
offer Isaac, hbs % .
only beloved Son, g
as a sacrifice. ’

Verse

4 CGen12:x6
N Gen 18:118

Thanksgiving,
worshipping, &
giving to God

Always gving thanks to God, and asks fo

Godods Gui dance.
sacrifice to glorify the Almighty God

Gen 12:7,8
Gen 13:34

He offf 5cn 131018

He is patriarch | God accepted the prayers of Abrahan genggizm
(priest) and| allowing Abimelech and his wife to bare e
prophet children
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God accepts his
intercessions

Abraham

interceded to God
five times with
regards to sparing
the people of Sodom
and Gomorrah.

God accepted his
intercessionsand
saved Lot and his
daughters.
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Gen 18:2333

Genesis
(19:12-26)

Genesis
(19:30-37)

Abraham knew

Abraham is the first person to describe God a

Gen 21:33

the nature offoZer | asti ngo
God
Abraham  was| Abraham was Gen 18:15

visited by God
and the two holy
Angels

blessed when the
Holy God visited
him. When he saw
the Lord he ran to

meet them and
Bowed himself to
the Ground,

welcoming them to
his tent. '
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